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"Thou "TETt not take the name of Jehovah thy CGod
in vain; for Jehoveh will nof hold him guiltless
Wwho ta1etn his name in vain,'

We reasd: "By taking the name of Tehovah thy God in
vain is nronerly signified to turn the true into evil;
that . is to helieve that it is true, and nevertheless to
live in evil; snd it is also to turn evil into the false,.
that is to live holily, and yet not believe.” (A.C,8882;.

n the celestisl Church the essentiel is in the will,
and the love of the will is love into the Lord, while its
external is mutusl love, In the spriritual Church, the
internal is feith in the thines of the Lord, and Charity
which is formed in such a faith.
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The first in time with the swiritusl Church is feith
in the trues of faith. These trues are the Divine trues
by which a man is reformed sné regenerated, such trues anc
the good of these trues are in the rationel mind.

n the natural mind the humsn with its loves resides
This humen, in e likenecs of the Lord, consists of two
humans, the human " hich cen he regenerated and the human
which cennot be regenerated., These two humans avpresr as
if thev were mixed tosether end at first cennot be dis-
tinguished by men. Regeneration consists in the semara-
tion of these two humans, and when senareted the subjuga-
tion of the one and the conjunction of the other with the
Divine trues, he whole life of regeneration consists in
Ghiisi s and S cie long process.

Let us illustrete: Ev Sryone to begin with loves
others; & msn who did not love others would be utterly
inhuvman, This love of ntheis ig however a very mixed.
thing, #ndé during regenerstion twe kinds of love have to
be separsted. The merely nerscnsal love of obthers must
he removed and subjue=ted, while the fenuine love of
others must be separatad and conjoined with the trues of
faith and thus bsa- i

cme genuine charity, - which is celled
el sood of Rap s el (s CIE2 0 67!

When the love of others is sepsrated from the natural
love of cnes fellow man and is conjoined with the trues
of faith, it is elevated oubt of the nmetuxal and becoemes
spirituel charity., We read: "Regarded in itself charity
is g spiritual affection; but charity alone ig a natural
affection; for charity itself, which 1s a spiritusl affiec
tion, ig formed fthrough trues from the Word, end in pro-

portion s it is formed throush them it is “1I1+U al; butl
charity slone, which is & n tural affect fon, is not forme
from any trues frowm the Word; but it comes Torth with man

from the hearing of preasching without his 8uﬁ6pﬂlﬂ§ to
the trues. Thus cherity alomne is devoild of faith.% (A.ZH.
s




Charity itself which is a spiritual affection lcok:s
to what is eternal and never to temporal things except
in so far as they serve eternsl ends, Thus spiritual
chority alwavs looks to the selvation of souls and thus
to the Lord's kingdom. We read: Y"Charity is the affec-
tion of doing what is good to our neighbor for the sake
of God, salvetion, and eternal life.™ (A.,R. 387). And
again: "They who are solely in the doctrine of faith know
of nothing hreing charity towards the neightor, excenpt
giving to others, and pitving every one; for they say
every one is the nelghbor without distinction; when yet
charity is all good whatever with man, in his affection,
inShiisiz ea i Fandibienciel in ihbis i fie s and b ineiichiporitits
all the good in others by which he is saffected, conse-
quently is 211 who are in good; and this with every dis-
tinction. For exarmple he is in charity and mercy who ex-
ercises justice end judgment nunishing the evil and re-
warding the good, In punishing the evil there is charity
for he is thus carried along by zeal to emend him and at
the same time to protect others. ILest evil should come
Eeortheméfition haite seuseci i@ VR E e 2) g

It would not appear to the natural man that the
doctrine of faith alone involves, giving to others with-
out distinction, and pitying every one, while the doctrin.
of charith involves the exercise of justice and judgment
including punishment, and yet 1t is true.

We read further: "Those, who are by nature com-
passionate, and do not mele thelr nstural compassion
spiritual by puttineg it in practice in asccordance with
genuine charity, believe that charity consists in giving
to every poor nerson, snd relieving every one who is in
want, without first inguiring whether the poor, or needy
person, is good or hed; for they sayv it is not necessary
for God regards only the aid and the aims, DBut after
death these are clearly distinguiched and set apart from
those who have c¢one the heneficent works of charity from
prudence; for those who have ‘done them from that blind
idea of charity, then do good tc the gool¢ and the bad a-
like, and, with the oid of what is done for them, the
wicked do evil end thereby injure the good, Such bene-
factors are pertly to blame for the injury done to the
good, For doing good to the evil is like giving bread
to the devil, which he ‘turns into nolson.™

GanEinostieist heleviilsim it e ih o gdiern et sic nisiel St
cludes the giving of sympathy, affection, friendship, all
of which, if given without prudence, is turned into evil
and strengthens the evil, It elso involves giving a posi
tion or occupation without prudence, How many churches
and kingdoms, have been hmrmed or destroyeé by giving
positions, or occupetions from natursl affections to the
sons of leading men or rulers without nrudence.
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Aind tkhe same is true of lescser femilies wihere sons
and daughters are ;i“br h“-cos ir the femily which they
have not earned and do not deserv

m
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It ie indeed t rue thet 1if a Mﬁvvmrd ,op renents of
his waywardness it is right that the parents rejoice end
they should do what they cen to turn him from his way-
wardness, But as long as there is no sign of repentence,
the parents must be prudent in their reletion to the
children., It is a common thing in the world of .spirits
where two of one family or two jntimnte friends are bound
together by a strong naturel affection, while one is good
and the other is evil that such can cnly be separated witi
great suffering by the one who is good because he resists
the necessary separation,

In the spiritual semnse, giving to the poor without
prudence, refers to giving spiritual goods aund trues to
others without prudence, which the Lord calls, "casting
pearls before swine."

Returning now to the text: "Thou shalt not take
the name of Jehovah thy God in vein,” which signifies
ito believe in the true and live in evil, or to live
holily and yet not belleve,” we can see t et this is
illustrated in what we 1uV9 said ahove.

All who know the Latin Word and the Doctrine of
charity thence and yet act out of natural compassion
and do not make their natursl compassion shiritual by
puttine it in practice in accordance With genuine charity
that is with justice, judgment snd prudence, live holily
but they do not believe,

On the other hena those Who believe the trues and
vet live evilly ere those vho know the essential laws
of regeneration and vet do not live saccording to them,
As we hsve seen the cssential law of regeneration, is
that the human which can be “e”enerated, must be separa
ted from the humen which cennot be regenerated, it wmust b
elevated by means of the truez of faith, so thet it be-
comes spiritual and it conjolned with the interior trues
of the Word., The danger is that in becoming absorbed in
the wonderful lews of reseneration thie love or cherity
itself becomes lost. In separating the mere humen which
should be sepaldted, from the human which should be re-
generated thers is danger that the genuine humen may be
lost a@lso, in which cese men loses his spiritual life,

Concerning such o men we reed: "When the unclean
spirit hath gone ocut of a man, he goeth through dry
places, seeking rest; snd findeth none, he %wiuu, T will
return into my house whence I ceme out, And if on com-

ing he findeth it swept and garnished he goeth awey and
taketh seven other snirits worse than himself; and they
enter in snd dwell there; ¢né the man's last thines becom
worse bhsn the first.i  (Luke 11:24-26).
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L The unelesant aplrit solng Ut i Siegnifics thelacknovi-
ledgment of the trnes of faith by vhich man is to be re-
generated, his being out of the house signifies that he
leaves the things of his ola will with its loves to be
in the trues of faith., His going through drv places
(that is his being in a desert) signifies thet he lacks
Lhe genuine love, in the understanding by which syiritual

thines could prow His seelking rest and not finding it,

signifies that he finds no quietness or reaée in the

new trues of faith he hes come into, but instead he is

wearied, for he lacks the love an¢ actual desire to chang
an

{

his will a d his life so that they may conform to the nev
trues of ith which he has acknowl ed”er\

Thus bheing deprived of life he returns to his house,
thiabiiils it osh IistoddiwitiliEandeibs il oiae sElhiu s v o aisliisE o
contrary to the trues he has acknowledged, His finding
it swept and garnished, signifies that such s life is
delightful to him, and apnears good and true, because
the external GV1ls have hecome wnnelpBW and their re-
maing & hyvpocritical anpearance or the good an¢ the true
in the external. He goeth away and t keth seven other
gnirits worse than himself, - signifies a profane state
of 1life in which the tirues of faith are comingled with
the proprial will, “And the last things b\cone worse
than the first," signifies that the state is Tar worse
than if the man had never acknowledeed the interior
trues of Tfaith.

Taking the name of Jehoveh thy CGod in vain we are
also told is meant by the Words of the Lord:

"A11 sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men;
but the blasphemy of the spirit shell not be forgiven
unto men, If any one shall say a word agasinst the Son
of Man, it shall be forgiven hLE; but he who shall
sneak ageinst the Foly Spirit, it shall not be forgiven
hiim s mieithilscm in this age nor in that which is to come.™
ihabiths  12=30B20 0 Thetbillssphienytofthel spi el iwhich
shall not he iorgiven ig a life contrary to the inter-
ior things of the Word and the interior things of the
trues of the Church which man has interiorly entered and
acknowledged in spirit. YA word asgainst the Son of Man
which shall be forgiven'” is a denial of a true or a
doctrinal of the Church which & man does not sSee or ack-
nowledge, from various causes; this is forgiven a man
nrovided he acknowledges that the Werd is the source of
all the Divine True in the Church, and desires to enter
into the spirit of the Word, and provided he acknowledge:
thet ‘the Holy Spiriv s tremithe Word in the Churchy

From what has been said in this series of sermons
it can now be seen that the internal o the Ten Cormend-
ments has besen given JOT the sake of the Lord's New
Church, which is Nova ™ eroso] yma, The internsl obedi-
ence to the Commandmﬁntb wasS not possible in the Christ-
ian Church, - was not pO.§l]l“ kecause they did not
understend them, and the ame 1s even true of the
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General Church, for the sermons written on the Ten Com-
menéments in the CGeneral Church clearly show thet there
was no understanding of their internal sense in apnli-
cation to the state of the NWew Church itself., For ex-
ample 1f & man does not know the internal lews of re-
generation and does not phelieve that these can he seen

in actual epplica thD to the lives of the members of the
Church, That is if he does not helicve thot the states
of actual regeneration can be known he is in no danser of
taking the name of Jehovah in vein, in the internsl sense
of the Word, for he does not kxnow the trues and goods of
faith by which regeneration tskes plece, and thererore
cannot profane them, ;

o m

The interior trues of the Word are a great blessing,
for they open up possibilities that have never cexisted
in the history of the humsn race, but like every bless-
ing they involve a danger and the greater the blessing
the greater the danger i the things given are misused,

In the Providence of the Lord there has besn given
to The Lord's IFew Church which is Move Hierosolvme the
most nrecious gift ever given to the humen race, but
with this gift goes the nosgibility of internal LV Dro-
faning the name of the Lord; concerning which we read:
"For Jechovah will not hold him guiltless thet taketh
His neme in vain. That this signifies that these things
cannot be forgiven.,” (A.C.8883)

Let ug accept with all our hearts the great gift,
although we are aware of the great dangers involved; a
man who is unwilling to accept with all his heart the
priceless gift, because it involves great dangers, has
nothing heroic in him end is of little use

1f we view the Church from a humen standpoint it
arpears like a little handful of weak men and women,
and vet we know from the ‘ord that the welfare and sal-
vation of the human roce dencnds upon the Lord's New -
Church. At present we, in the Providerce of the Lord
have heen called to

he in the function of the Church
specific with its grest responsibilities, and when the
Lord calls men to such a function He also gives the power

and ability to fulfill the¢ respons WbWJltW nrovided men
WL eloenenatclac it of hinseliie TG s urue that the
Lord needs no perticular group of men and that if we
should fail He will raise up others who will not fail,
for we know for certain thet the Lord will instaurate
His New Church., Nevertheless this does not take away
from the great responsibility thet has bsen conferred
upon us,
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When men are chosen for functions of great responci-
bility, if they are indifferent to the great reasncnsi-
bility which has been conferrcd unon them, and ra2il in
their task, they are held sevenfold guiltv, To illustrst
if these are soldiers specially chosen to gusrd a king ,

if due to their negligence or indifference the king is a-
B:ssinated they sre held more guilty thsn any one in the
kingdom,

Again, if a Tew soldiers are specially chosen and
sent to guard a narrow pass, the takine of which wonld
onen the country to the inroads of the enemy, if from
cowardliness or lack of diligence thev let the cnemy

pass, they cannot be forgiven.
The few members of thc Lord's New Church have baen
called and egiven a responsibility that is far greater
than that of any king or ruler. How do we accept thet
responsibility? Do we asccept it with 211 our hearts,
with a serious sense of the responsibility assumed?
When one accepts a high office such as a kingly office
one necessarily gives up a merely personal frecedom, A
kine's words and deeds are never merely personal for they
affect and influence all in the kingdom, If a kine loves
the function of his office he gives up his merely »ri-
vate personal 1life, in so far as such @ lifc does not
serve the function of his exalted office. TIn the same
way, only more so, every genuine member of the Tord's
New Church, must give up his merely mersonal rnrivate
life in so far as it does not serve the welfere of the
Church and thus the welfare of the whole humen race,
All things of the life  of the man of the Church ere not
merely nersonel things, but effect the Church, and what
affects the Church affects the Church universel, that is
the good in the whole humsn race, for the Church specific
is the heart end lungs of the Church universel,

If a man or & woman is not willing to accent the
great responsibility thet goes with being a member of
the speeifiie Chureh, - The Lord's New Church which is
Mova Hierosolyma, he is not & renuine member thereof,

If a men dous sccept the responsibilitv he realivzes that
he cannot put his heart in many things that others put
their heart in, even in good thines, for his dutiecs and
responsibilities are too greaet and he cannot afford to
disperse his energics., He must confine his energies to
these thinegs involved in the responsihilitics he has
assumed. For example he cannot give his cncrgy and

force to the external betterment and reforms of the
world, for his duty to the world is throush the instaura-
tion of the Church and having asgumed this responsibility
he cannot divide his encrgy; «nd if he does, he does

both things hadly.
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A man indced must
imthe worlds simcereliyaian
this he regards it as an exter
his sniritusl use,
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v; taking the neme of the Lord
in vain is a dividing of the two grealt commandmonts:

"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 211 thy heart, and
with g1l thy soul, eand with all thy strength, and with all
thy mind, and thy neighbor as thyself." (Luke 10:27) for
those who bclicve the trues of faith anpear to love the
Loxd; but if they do not actually love the neighbor they
live in evil, While those who live holily annear to love
the neighbor, but if they do not believe the trues of
faith, so that the trues of faith change their will and
understandine #nd thence their whole life they do not

Tove the dords

Viewed 1n anobther wayv

AMEN

Resdings: I Lev, 26:1-21

IT Luke 22:31-L6
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